
Police Department News
 

The Police Department is planning a second summer Youth Police Academy. The five-day academy will be geared towards 
students who will be entering 6th, 7th, or 8th grade in September of 2007.The Youth Police Academy is designed to provide 
it's participants with first-hand knowledge of the duties and responsibilities that are required of a Princeton Township Police 
Officer. Some of the topics that will be covered will include car accident investigations, crime scene investigation, arrest pro­
cedures, motor vehicle stops, building searches, and much more. The Academy will involve classroom activities, hands on, 
techniques, and police demonstrations. The tentative dates for this program are August 20 through August 24, 2007. If you 
have any questions or interest in this program, please contact Ptl. Benjamin M. Gering (609) 921-2100 ext. 840. 

The Princeton Township Police Department is in urgent need of responsible individuals with an interest in the Princeton 
community, who are willing to become school crossing guards. Civilian school crossing guards serve a vital function in 
assisting the Police Department in keeping our children safe as they walk and ride back and forth to school. With enough 
community minded individuals covering our school crossings, police officers remain available and at liberty to address the 
many other safety issues that occur during the pre and post school hours such as speeding, erratic or dangerous driving 
around schools, responding to motor vehicle accidents, etc. 

Crossing posts are covered twice daily, from 8:00am to 8:30am and again from 2:55pm to 3:25 pm. Guards are paid $25.00 per 
hour. "Full Coverage" guards can make up to $4500 per school year. In addition, compensation is provided for all of your 
training and all necessary equipment is supplied by the department. 

If you are limited on time, consider covering only a morning or an afternoon post or even consider sharing the coverage of a 
crossing post with a friend or neighbor. It's a great way to connect with your community, get to know some of the kids, and 
make more than a little pocket change as well. 

If you would like more information or would like to apply for a position, please contact Patrol Officer Kim Hodges, or 
Sergeant Thomas Murray on the Community Action Team phone line, (609) 921-2100, or via email at 
khodges@princeton-township.nj.us 

As the occurrence of identity theft continues to rise here in Princeton Township and across the nation, the Princeton Township 
Police Department reminds you that vigilance in keeping your personal information safe and secure is the most important 
action you can take to prevent yourself from becoming a victim. Identity thieves use a number of ways to access your identity; 
from dumpster diving for credit card statements to "hacking" records online to even taking pictures of your credit cards with 
cell phone cameras while standing in line behind you. 

Use the following list of tips to minimize your chances of becoming a victim. 

Be cautious when responding to promotions or phone calls for information. Phony promotions are often used as a
 
ruse to obtain personal information.
 
Minimize the number of credit cards you routinely carry and don't keep bank account numbers, PIN numbers or
 
social security cards in your wallet/purse.
 

- When shopping or submitting information online, always use a secure browser. Look for the "lock" icon on the browser 
status bar or "https:/I" in the URLor address line. If something seems wrong, or the privacy policy doesn't make sense 
to you, consider doing business elsewhere. 

- Pick up your new checks at the bank/financial institution. Do not have them mailed to your house. 
Deposit outgoing mail in post office collection boxes or at the local post office. Ifgoing on vacation, put a hold on your 
mail and collect it upon return rather than leave it available to be picked through. Once you have gone through your 
mail, use a cross-cut shredder to destroy any sensitive information. 

- Monitor your credit report regularly and followup on any discrepancies you may find. 

The Department has an in-depth guide published by the Federal Trade Commission available for those who have been vic­
tims of identity theft or for those who are attempting to minimize the opportunity for would-be thieves. Pick up your copy at 
the Police Department or access a copy online at www.ftc.gov. (Federal Trade Commission) 

Additional resources that you may find helpful include: 
www.privacvrights.org www.experian.com www.idtheftcenter.org 
www. transunion.com www.eauifax.com 
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where it ispossible to squeeze droplets ofwater from a hand­
held mass of leaves. 

Dead leaves lack adequate nitrogen forrapid decompo­
sition. Therefore, a high-nitrogen fertilizer added to the pile 
may speed up decomposition. However, since leaves fall 
only for about 2 months a year, there are 10 months for 
decomposition before space is needed for the next batch. 
So, while it is generally unnecessary to add fertilizer, for 
more rapid decomposition and a product with a higher 
nutritive content, 5 ounces (about 1/2 cup) of10% nitrogen 
fertilizer per 20-gallon can ofhand-compacted leaves could 
be added. Fresh manure could be substituted, but it may 
cause odor problems. 

Ordinarily it is unnecessary to add ground limestone 
because the pile seldom becomes too acidic. Iffertilizerhas 
been added, an equivalent quantity oflimestone will coun­
teract any acidity. Little or no limestone should be added 
if the compost is to be used on acid-loving plants. 

Some guides on leaf composting recommend adding 
layers of soil periodically to the piles to supply the micro­
organisms needed for decomposition. We have not found 
this practice to be necessary, because leaves, themselves, 
contain amultitudeofmicroorganisms. Available commer­
cial activators or starters definitely are not needed. 

Avoid packing the materials too tightly. Too much 
compaction will limit movement of air through the pile. 
Shredding the leaves generally speeds up composting. 

To reduce weed germination, weeds in flower or with 
seeds should not be composted. Also, it is best to avoid 
composting diseased plants, or herbicide-treated lawn clip­
pings until after at least three mowings. 

Care of the Pile 

The composting pile must bekept moist, butnot soggy, 
for proper decomposition. Inadequate moisture reduces 
microbialactivity,whileexcessivewatermaycauseanaerobic 
conditions. A thin outer layer of dry leaves is unavoidable. 

The pile should be periodically turned ormixed. The 
main objectives ofturning are to shift materials from the 
outer parts of the pile closer to the center for better 
decomposition, and to incorporate oxygen. During 
warm weather, turn the pile once a month. In cool 
weather frequent turning is not recommended because 
it allows too much heat to escape. Piles should be turned 
immediately if ammonia or other offensive odors are 
detected. If space is available, turning may be accom­
plished by shifting the entire pile to an adjacent area or 
bin. 

Within a few weeks after starting, the pile should 
be hot in the center. Heating generally indicates that 
the pile is decomposing properly. Failure to heat may 
be caused by too little or too much water, improper 
aeration, packing too tightly, or a pile that is too small. 
As leaves decompose, they should shrink to less than 
one-halfof their original volume. During dry weather 
it may be necessary to add more water. The moisture 
content of the interior of the pile should be observed 
while turning. 

Using Leaf Compost 

Finished compost should be dark and crumbly with 
much ofthe original appearance no longer visible. It should 
have an earthy odor. Normally, compost will be ready in4­
9 months. 

The major horticultural use for leaf compost is to 
improve the organic content ofsoil. Most New Jersey soils 
need an increase of 1/2 to 1% in organic content, particu­
larly to improve moisture-holding capacity and tilth. Leaf 
compost isnot normally a fertilizer, because it is too low in 
nutrients. Compost serves primarily as an organic amend­
ment and as a soil conditioner. Soil mulch is another 
valuable use for leafcompost. 

Basedinpart onExperimentStation ResearchProject 
No. 07526. 
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