Police Department News

The Police Department is planning a second summer Youth Police Academy. The five-day academy will be geared towards
students who will be entering 6th, 7th, or 8th grade in September of 2007. The Youth Police Academy is designed to provide
it’s participants with first-hand knowledge of the duties and responsibilities that are required of a Princeton Township Police
Officer. Some of the topics that will be covered will include car accident investigations, crime scene investigation, arrest pro-
cedures, motor vehicle stops, building searches, and much more. The Academy will involve classroom activities, hands on,
techniques, and police demonstrations. The tentative dates for this program are August 20 through August 24, 2007. If you
have any questions or interest in this program, please contact Ptl. Benjamin M. Gering (609) 921-2100 ext. 840.

The Princeton Township Police Department is in urgent need of responsible individuals with an interest in the Princeton
community, who are willing to become school crossing guards. Civilian school crossing guards serve a vital function in
assisting the Police Department in keeping our children safe as they walk and ride back and forth to school. With enough
community minded individuals covering our school crossings, police officers remain available and at liberty to address the
many other safety issues that occur during the pre and post school hours such as speeding, erratic or dangerous driving
around schools, responding to motor vehicle accidents, etc.

Crossing posts are covered twice daily, from 8:00am to 8:30am and again from 2:55pm to 3:25 pm. Guards are paid $25.00 per
hour. “Full Coverage” guards can make up to $4500 per school year. In addition, compensation is provided for all of your
training and all necessary equipment is supplied by the department.

If you are limited on time, consider covering only a morning or an afternoon post or even consider sharing the coverage of a
crossing post with a friend or neighbor. It’s a great way to connect with your community, get to know some of the kids, and
make more than a little pocket change as well.

If you would like more information or would like to apply for a position, please contact Patrol Officer Kim Hodges, or
Sergeant Thomas Murray on the Community Action Team phone line, (609) 921-2100, or via email at
khodges@princeton-township.nj.us

As the occurrence of identity theft continues to rise here in Princeton Township and across the nation, the Princeton Township
Police Department reminds you that vigilance in keeping your personal information safe and secure is the most important
action you can take to prevent yourself from becoming a victim. Identity thieves use a number of ways to access your identity;
from dumpster diving for credit card statements to “hacking” records online to even taking pictures of your credit cards with
cell phone cameras while standing in line behind you.

Use the following list of tips to minimize your chances of becoming a victim.

- Be cautious when responding to promotions or phone calls for information. Phony promotions are often used as a
ruse to obtain personal information.

- Minimize the number of credit cards you routinely carry and don’t keep bank account numbers, PIN numbers or
social security cards in your wallet/purse.

- When shopping or submitting information online, always use a secure browser. Look for the “lock” icon on the browser

status bar or “https://” in the URL or address line. If something seems wrong, or the privacy policy doesn’t make sense
to you, consider doing business elsewhere.

- Pick up your new checks at the bank/financial institution. Do not have them mailed to your house.

- Deposit outgoing mail in post office collection boxes or at the local post office. If going on vacation, put a hold on your
mail and collect it upon return rather than leave it available to be picked through. Once you have gone through your
mail, use a cross-cut shredder to destroy any sensitive information.

- Monitor your credit report regularly and follow up on any discrepancies you may find.

The Department has an in-depth guide published by the Federal Trade Commission available for those who have been vic-
tims of identity theft or for those who are attempting to minimize the opportunity for would-be thieves. Pick up your copy at
the Police Department or access a copy online at www.ftc.gov. (Federal Trade Commission)

Additional resources that you may find helpful include:

www.privacyrights.org WWW.experian.com www.idtheftcenter.org
WWW. transunion.com www.equifax.com
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