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Sustainable Princeton

hanks are extended to the Princeton Environmental Commission in leading the effort to create the Sustainable

Princeton Plan. As a result, Princeton has been awarded $60,000 from the College of New Jersey’s Municipal Land

Use Center to work on the Sustainable Princeton Plan. To those of you not familiar with the concept of sustainability
let me try to summarize what sustainability means and what might be included in our plan.

Sustainability is an attempt to provide the best outcomes for the environment both now and into the indefinite future. Sus-
tainability describes the ability to meet the needs of the present without compromising the ability of future generations to
meet their needs. It incorporates: energy efficiency, water conservation, waste minimization, pollution prevention, using
resource-efficient materials, and improving indoor air quality. The concept of sustainability is rooted in the recognition that
our society, economy, and environment are interdependent.

Our Sustainable Princeton Goals are as follows.

Increase community awareness of sustainability and how to achieve it.

Increase the energy efficiency and reduce the use of non-sustainable fossil fuels at municipal

facilities.

Develop an environmental purchasing program where possible and where cost-effective.

It is our belief that the purpose of a communitywide sustainable plan is to demonstrate Princeton’s commitment to envi-
ronmental, economic, and social stewardship. These goals when achieved will reduce costs to taxpayers through lower oper-
ating costs, provide healthy work environments, and protect, conserve and enhance Princeton’s environmental resources.
The grant funding will be used to identify ways to reduce our reliance on fossil fuels and reduce global warming, assist us in
developing a municipal green purchasing manual and conduct a community-wide visioning process leading toward a more
sustainable Princeton.

To accomplish this ambitious agenda we will be undertaking an energy audit of all municipal and school buildings with an
eye toward identifying ways to reduce energy use and costs. We will also be evaluating the use of alternative energy sources
by the municipality. The Environmental Commission will take the lead in developing a green purchasing manual to guide
municipal government in purchasing green products. Most importantly we will be partnering with the New Jersey Sustain-
able State Institute at Rutgers to develop an education component and community sustainable plan. This plan will demon-
strate how Princeton residents can apply sustainability at home in their daily lives and how local businesses can incorporate
sustainability into their management and business operations.

The Princeton Community’s commitment to sustainability is not limited to the grant program. Our Regional Planning
Board continues to encourage the development of sustainable buildings. Sustainable building is the notion of designing, con-
structing and operating buildings in a manner that minimizes environmental impacts. It is recommended that the LEED sys-
tem (LEED - Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design is a voluntary, consensus-based, self-certifying, market driven
green building rating system by which projects are registered, evaluated and certified) should be used as a design and mea-
surement tool to determine what constitutes sustainable building principles and practices. Sustainable building can be an
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important component within the large framework of sustainable development. 4%
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2007 Events

* The Memorial Day Parade will be held on Saturday, May 26, 2007, 10:00 a.m. starting at Princeton Avenue and
Nassau Street and ending at Borough Hall.

* Flag Day, June 14, 2007 at noon, Princeton Township Hall.

¢ 4th of July Fireworks will be held on Monday, July 2, 2007.

® Veterans Day Ceremony will be held on Monday, November 12, 2007, 11:00 a.m. at Mercer and Nassau Streets.







Recycling Schedule

Princeton Township residents are reminded that recy-
clables are collected every other MONDAY. Listed
below are the recycling dates for 2007.

April 2nd April 16th
April 30th May 14th

*May 28th (NO REMOVAL Memorial Day,
removal will be on Sunday, June 3rd)

June 11th June 25th
July 9th July 23rd
August 6th August 20th

*September 3rd (NO REMOVAL Labor Day,
removal will be on Sunday September 9th )

September 17th October 1st
October 15th October 29th
November 12th November 26th
December 10th December 24th

If your recyclables are not picked up on the sched-
uled day, please call the Mercer County Improvement
Authority (MCIA) at 278-8086.

Computer Recycling Program

Working in conjunction with the Mercer County Improve-
ment Authority, the Township of Princeton has enacted a
FULL TIME Computer Recycling Program!

Residents of the Township of Princeton are now able to
recycle computers and related equipment listed below
through the Public Works Department’s Office of Recycling.
You will no longer have to wait for the Household Chemical
Waste Day!

What’s Accepted: CPU’s, Monitors, Printers, Scanners,
Cables, Modems, External Hard Drives, Keyboards, Com-
puter Batteries, etc.

What’s NOT Accepted: Faxes, VCR’s, DVD Players, Tele-
phones, TV’s, copy machines, Stereo’s.

COMPUTER EQUIPMENT FROM TOWNSHIP OF
PRINCETON RESIDENTS ONLY! No business equipment
is accepted.

How: By Appointment only, call 688-2566 x 478 or ask to
speak with Janet to arrange a dropoff appointment between
the hours of 8:30 am to 3:30 pm Monday thru Friday.

Household Chemical Waste
Disposal Day

Sponsored by the Mercer County Improvement Authority.

Where: John T. Dempster Fire School

Bakers Basin/Lawrence Station Road,

Lawrence Township
When: June 23rd & September 29th
Time: 8:00 am to 2:00 pm Rain or Shine!
What to Bring: Computer’s, TV’s, VCR’s, Aerosol Cans,
Household Batteries, (including Nickel Cadmium) Photo-
graphic Chemicals, Used Motor Oil, Lighter Fluid, Propane
Gas Tanks, Pesticides/Herbicides, Pool Chemicals, Car
Batteries, Used Oil Filters, Paint Thinner, Oil Based Paint,
Satins/Varnishes, Anti-Freeze, Driveway Sealer, Gasoline,
Gasoline/Oil Mix, Insect Repellants.
What NOT to Bring: Latex Paint, Silvex, Unknowns, Infec-
tious Waste, Radioactive Materials, Explosives & Munitions,
Agent Orange 2,4,5T or Dioxin.
(Latex paint is non-hazardous. It may be properly disposed of
in household trash if dried out completely)

MERCER COUNTY RESIDENTS ONLY

Proof of Mercer County Residency Required.
(Driver’s License)

Residential waste only, no waste from Commercial or

Industrial Sources.

PLEASE CALL THE MERCER COUNTY
IMPROVEMENT AUTHORITY
at 278-8086 for further information.

Recycling Buckets

Recycling Buckets are available at the Public Works
Garage located at the intersection of Valley Road and
Witherspoon Street.

The hours of the garage are:
8:00 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.

Please provide proof of residency, i.e. drivers license,
tax bill, utility bill. Buckets are available to Princeton
Township Residents only. Buckets are FREE. Lids
have been discontinued and are no longer available.




Hire A Certified Arborist Or Certified Tree Expert

by The Princeton Township Shade Tree Commission

omeowners who hire uninsured contractors to per-
Hform tree work may expose themselves to liability

for injuries suffered by employees of the contractor.
If an employee of an uninsured contractor is injured on the
job the homeowner may be responsible for his or her injuries
or disabilities. If that uninsured tree service drops a limb on
the house - or a tree on the neighbor’s house — there is prob-
ably no protection other than the homeowner’s insurance.

Consumers believe that paying a tree service company
“under the table” will save them money. That may or may
not be true, but if there is a problem, the consumer almost
never has any option with an uninsured contractor. In addi-
tion to having no insurance, unprofessional companies are
less likely to perform professional work. Consumers may
end up paying more to repair the damage, or may lose the
value of a specimen tree that declines due to poor care.

Only hire companies who specialize in tree planting, prun-
ing and health care.

Don’t just hire someone with a chain saw who knocks on
your door! Look for the company displaying the credentials
of a professional. Start with an arborist listed in the phone
book. Look for what the ad tells you about the company,
number of years in business, professional affiliations, accred-
itation, licenses, certifications, etc. Be aware that the creden-
tials of someone calling himself an arborist can vary widely.

When you meet with your arborist: Ask to see current cer-
tificates of liability and workers’ compensation insurance.
Ask for local references. Verify professional affiliations such
as International Society of Arborist, Society of Certified Tree
Experts, etc. Don’t pay in advance. Insist on a signed con-
tract as to cost, dates when work is to be performed and
exactly what is to be done.

The Good Enough Lawn

by The Princeton Environmental Commission

rass really is greener on the other side of the fence.

Why? You see it from an angle. Look straight down

at your neighbor’s lawn, and you’ll probably notice
bare patches and dandelions.

Meanwhile, your grass looks greener to your neighbor. So
who needs a perfect, emerald-green, velvet carpet? Perfect
lawns are high-maintenance; time-consuming, expensive,
and chemical-intensive. A good enough lawn - some clover
and violets, a few dandelions, the odd bare patch — may be
good enough.

A perfect, high-maintenance lawn emphasizes Kentucky
bluegrass and perennial ryegrass. And it isn’t sustainable.
You must kill undesirable grasses and broad-leafed weeds.
Apply pesticides on a preset schedule over the entire lawn.
Give at least an inch of water every week during the grow-
ing season, and fertilize heavily four times a year. If you
keep the grass an inch high, you'll need to mow three times
a week during active growth. Neighbors may envy your
lawn but will hate the noise, gas fumes, and chemicals.

Low-maintenance lawns, in contrast, are seeded with fine or
tall fescues, though a mix of grasses develops as other
seeds blow in. The best way to crowd out weeds is to keep
these grasses happy. Have your soil tested: do you actually
need fertilizer or lime? Several Rodale Press books describe
organic fertilizers. Fertilize at most once a year, in Septem-
ber. But don’t let fertilizer wash into streams or storm
drains. Keep grass 3-5 inches tall to shade out weeds, cut-
ting at most a third of that height each time. Use a
mulching mower, leave clippings on the lawn, and halve the
amount of fertilizer needed. Apply pesticides only for spot
treatments. Hand-pull weeds before they spread, and reseed
any bare patches. To encourage deep roots, water infre-
quently but deeply — an inch a week including rain. Water
when water won’t evaporate but grass won't stay wet: 5to 7
AM is best, but midnight to 9 AM is acceptable.

Your lawn will be green enough. Princeton’s environment
will be greener.



Notice To
All Dog Owners

ith warm weather approaching residents are

s;s; reminded all dogs must be accompanied by and

under the control of a responsible person and the

dog must be on a leash not to exceed 8 feet in length, 24

hours a day unless confined within its owner’s property.

Dogs in parks shall be restrained by a leash not to exceed

16 feet.

Owners are also required to remove all feces deposited

by such dog on public or private property and must dispose
of same in a sanitary manner.

Princeton Township
Electronics Recycling
And
Paper Shredding Day -
May 5, 2007

On May 5, 2007, Princeton Township will take those
old computers, TV’s, broken Palm Pilots, and even
cell phones for recycling.

Residents may also bring old tax returns, bank
checks etc. and they will be shredded on the spot.

Please Contact The Department Of
Public Works At 688-2566
For More Information

Best Overall Entry

Conference in Atlantic City, Princeton Township

received the award for the best overall entry in the
Municipal Public Information Contest. The Township previ-
ously had won this award in 2002 and 2004. The award was
based on entry materials that were submitted which includ-
ed the Township Newsletter, the Township Web Site,
Municipal Directory and various municipal department
brochures.

Q- t the 2006 New Jersey State League of Municipalities

Register to Receive Alerts &
Announcements Online

You can register for alerts, announcements and updates on
the Township homepage.

Go to www.princetontwp.org

Here you will also find helpful department information, recy-
cling information, agendas, the General and Land Use code,
and much more.

Did you know Taxpayers also have the opportunity to pay
their taxes online via our website; all you need is a checking
account.

Go to www.princetontwp.org

Go to Departments; click on Tax Collection.

There you will find the link to pay your taxes online through
your checking account with no convenience fees.

Grass Clippings

Grass clippings provide beneficial nutrients to
gardens and lawns reducing the need for fertilizers
-and contributing to the soils organic matter. It is
- recommended to mow your grass with a mulching
mower, when done properly, you are left with neat,
“just vacuumed” appearance. And thatch is not a prob-
lem incurred with mulching mowers, a commo
. misconception. Thatch is the result of excess surface
roots caused by over watering and over fertilizing. If
you do not own a mulching mower, simply use the
clippings as a garden mulch, spreading it on the
- surface to help eliminate weed growth, reduce soil
spattering and crusting and also to help moderate the
soil temperature.

Joseph Maher
Ecological Facility

If you have yard debris that you need to dispose of after
the scheduled pick-up it can be taken by either yourself
or a registered landscaper to the Joseph Maher Joint
Ecological Facility located at 3701 Princeton Pike, just
past the intersection of Provinceline Road. The facility
is open April - December from 7:30 - 2:30 Monday
through Saturday. Proof of residency (ie. driver’s
license or tax bill} is required to access the facility.

Mulch is also available at the facility and is free to
Township residents with proof of residency. If you
would like your mulch loaded for you there is a fee of
$9.00 per cubic yard, however this service is not avail-
able on Saturdays.




Police Department News

The Police Department is planning a second summer Youth Police Academy. The five-day academy will be geared towards
students who will be entering 6th, 7th, or 8th grade in September of 2007. The Youth Police Academy is designed to provide
it’s participants with first-hand knowledge of the duties and responsibilities that are required of a Princeton Township Police
Officer. Some of the topics that will be covered will include car accident investigations, crime scene investigation, arrest pro-
cedures, motor vehicle stops, building searches, and much more. The Academy will involve classroom activities, hands on,
techniques, and police demonstrations. The tentative dates for this program are August 20 through August 24, 2007. If you
have any questions or interest in this program, please contact Ptl. Benjamin M. Gering (609) 921-2100 ext. 840.

The Princeton Township Police Department is in urgent need of responsible individuals with an interest in the Princeton
community, who are willing to become school crossing guards. Civilian school crossing guards serve a vital function in
assisting the Police Department in keeping our children safe as they walk and ride back and forth to school. With enough
community minded individuals covering our school crossings, police officers remain available and at liberty to address the
many other safety issues that occur during the pre and post school hours such as speeding, erratic or dangerous driving
around schools, responding to motor vehicle accidents, etc.

Crossing posts are covered twice daily, from 8:00am to 8:30am and again from 2:55pm to 3:25 pm. Guards are paid $25.00 per
hour. “Full Coverage” guards can make up to $4500 per school year. In addition, compensation is provided for all of your
training and all necessary equipment is supplied by the department.

If you are limited on time, consider covering only a morning or an afternoon post or even consider sharing the coverage of a
crossing post with a friend or neighbor. It’s a great way to connect with your community, get to know some of the kids, and
make more than a little pocket change as well.

If you would like more information or would like to apply for a position, please contact Patrol Officer Kim Hodges, or
Sergeant Thomas Murray on the Community Action Team phone line, (609) 921-2100, or via email at
khodges@princeton-township.nj.us

As the occurrence of identity theft continues to rise here in Princeton Township and across the nation, the Princeton Township
Police Department reminds you that vigilance in keeping your personal information safe and secure is the most important
action you can take to prevent yourself from becoming a victim. Identity thieves use a number of ways to access your identity;
from dumpster diving for credit card statements to “hacking” records online to even taking pictures of your credit cards with
cell phone cameras while standing in line behind you.

Use the following list of tips to minimize your chances of becoming a victim.

- Be cautious when responding to promotions or phone calls for information. Phony promotions are often used as a
ruse to obtain personal information.

- Minimize the number of credit cards you routinely carry and don’t keep bank account numbers, PIN numbers or
social security cards in your wallet/purse.

- When shopping or submitting information online, always use a secure browser. Look for the “lock” icon on the browser

status bar or “https://” in the URL or address line. If something seems wrong, or the privacy policy doesn’t make sense
to you, consider doing business elsewhere.

- Pick up your new checks at the bank/financial institution. Do not have them mailed to your house.

- Deposit outgoing mail in post office collection boxes or at the local post office. If going on vacation, put a hold on your
mail and collect it upon return rather than leave it available to be picked through. Once you have gone through your
mail, use a cross-cut shredder to destroy any sensitive information.

- Monitor your credit report regularly and follow up on any discrepancies you may find.

The Department has an in-depth guide published by the Federal Trade Commission available for those who have been vic-
tims of identity theft or for those who are attempting to minimize the opportunity for would-be thieves. Pick up your copy at
the Police Department or access a copy online at www.ftc.gov. (Federal Trade Commission)

Additional resources that you may find helpful include:

www.privacyrights.org WWW.experian.com www.idtheftcenter.org
WWW. transunion.com www.equifax.com
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Backyard Leaf Composting

Franklin Flower, Ph.D., Extension Specialist Emeritus in Environmental Science & Peter Strom, Ph.D., Assistant Professor in
Environmental Science

Many New Jersey homeowners have an excessive
quantity of leaves in the fall. One alternative for deal-ing
with leaves is backyard composting. This processinvolves
primarily the microbial decomposition of organic matter.
Compost - the end result - is a dark, friable, partially
decomposed substance similar to natural organic matter
found in the soil.

The Composting Process

Composting speeds natural decomposition under semi-
controlled conditions. Raw organic materials can be con-
verted into compost by microorganisms. As microorgan-
isms deconipose organic matter, temperatures within the
pile increase, sometimes approaching 150 degrees F. at the
center. These inside-pile temperatures speed the process,
and kill many weed and disease organisms.

Leaves may be composted by piling them in a heap.
Locate the pile where drainage is adequate and there is no
standing water. The composting pile should be damp
enough that when a sample taken from the interior is
squeezed by hand a few drops of water will appear. A
shaded area will reduce moisture evaporation from the
surface, but tree roots may grow into the pile. Ifthe surface
ofthe pile becomes excessively dry, it will not compost, and
those leaves may blow away.

The leaf pile should be at least 4 feet in diameter and
3 feet in height. Ifitis too small, it is difficult to maintain
adequate temperatures for rapid decomposition. The maxi-
mum size should be about 5 feet in height and 10 feet in
diameter. If the pile istoo large, the interior will not obtain
the oxygen needed for adequate, odor-free decomposition.
Ifmore material is available, lengthenthe pile into a rectan-
gular shape while keeping it 10 feet wide and 5 feet high. If
there is sufficient space and material, two or three piles will
provide greater flexibility. One pile cancontain compost for
immediate use; the second is actively composting; and the
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thirdreceives newly fallen leaves. Ifthere is space for only
one pile, new material may be added gradually to the top
while removing the decomposed product from the bottom.

Containing the Pile

Composting may bedone in aloose pile. However, for
the most efficient use of space, it can be contained in a bin
or other enclosure. The sides of this bin should be loose
enough to permit air movement. One side should be open,
or easily opened, for turning the pile and for removing the
finished compost.

Woven wire or wooden slat fencing, or cement blocks
on their sides have been used successfully. Wood gradu-
ally decomposes, and wire fencing may rust, so these
materials will need periodic replacement. Wooden stakes
driven into the ground may attract termites, so lumber
treated with wood preservative or metal snow-fence posts
may be better.

Constructing the Pile

Many instruction sheets advocate constructing the
pile in layers that may include grass clippings, fertilizer,
limestone, manure, soil, and leaves. However, we have
found this practice to be unnecessary. The pile can be
constructed of leaves only. A small amount of grass
clippings may be added to the leaves as the pile is being
constructed. However, because of its high demand for
oxygen, too much grass tends to cause an anaerobic (with-
outoxygen)condition. This greatly reduces the composting
rate, and can produce unpleasant odors. Fresh vegetable
peelings may be included, but do not add meat or grease
because they may cause odors or attract pests.

Unless leaves are collected in avery wet condition, add
water while placing them in the pile. Without moisture, the
microorganisms will not function. Moist-en to the point
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where itis possible to squeeze droplets of water from a hand-
held mass of leaves.

Dead leaves lack adequatenitrogen for rapid decompo-
sition. Therefore, ahigh-nitrogen fertilizer added tothe pile
may speed up decomposition. However, since leaves fall
only for about 2 months a year, there are 10 months for
decomposition before space is needed for the next batch.
So, while it is generally unnecessary to add fertilizer, for
more rapid decomposition and a product with a higher
nutritive content, 5 ounces (about 1/2 cup) of 10% nitrogen
fertilizer per 20-gallon can ofhand-compacted leaves could
be added. Fresh manure could be substituted, but it may
cause odor problems.

Ordinarily it is unnecessary to add ground limestone
because the pile seldom becomestoo acidic. Iffertilizerhas
been added, an equivalent quantity of limestone will coun-
teract any acidity. Little or no limestone should be added
if the compost is to be used on acid-loving plants.

Some guides on leaf composting recommend adding
layers of soil periodically to the piles to supply the micro-
organisms needed for decomposition. We have not found
this practice to be necessary, because leaves, themselves,
containamultitude of microorganisms. Available commer-
cial activators or starters definitely are not needed.

Avoid packing the materials too tightly. Too much
compaction will limit movement of air through the pile.
Shredding the leaves generally speeds up composting.

To reduce weed germination, weeds in flower or with
seeds should not be composted. Also, it is best to avoid
composting diseased plants, or herbicide-treated lawn clip-
pings until after at least three mowings.

Care of the Pile

The composting pile must be kept moist, but not soggy,
for proper decomposition. Inadequate moisture reduces
microbial activity, while excessive water may cause anaerobic
conditions. A thin outer layer of dry leaves is unavoidable.

The pile should be periodically turned ormixed. The
main objectives of turning are to shift materials from the
outer parts of the pile closer to the center for better
decomposition, and to incorporate oxygen. During
warm weather, turn the pile once a month. In cool
weather frequent turning is not recommended because
itallowstoo much heatto escape. Piles should be turned
immediately if ammonia or other offensive odors are
detected. If space is available, turning may be accom-
plished by shifting the entire pile to an adjacent area or
bin.

Within a few weeks after starting, the pile should
be hot in the center. Heating generally indicates that
the pile is decomposing properly. Failure to heat may
be caused by too little or too much water, improper
aeration, packing too tightly, or a pile that is too small.
As leaves decompose, they should shrink to less than
one-half of their original volume. During dry weather
it may be necessary to add more water. The moisture
content of the interior of the pile should be observed
while turning.

Using Leaf Compost

Finished compost should be dark and crumbly with
much ofthe original appearance no longet visible. It should
have an earthy odor. Normally, compost will be ready in 4-
9 months.

The major horticultural use for leaf compost is to
improve the organic content of soil. Most New Jersey soils
need an increase of 1/2 to 1% in organic content, particu-
larly to improve moisture-holding capacity and tilth. Leaf
compost is notnormally a fertilizer, because itis too low in
nutrients. Compost serves primarily as an organic amend-
ment and as a soil conditioner. Soil mulch is another
valuable use for leaf compost.

Based inpart on Experiment Station Research Project
No. 07526.





